


1. Ensure your insurance covers theft from 
sheds and gardens 

2. If you do not have a shed, wrap up a 
heavy padlock around tools and secure to 
an anchor device. 

3. External hinge screws should be replaced 
with non-returnable screws to prevent easy 
removal.  

1. Alarms are undoubtedly one of the most effective 
deterrents against burglaries from occurring. 

2. Burglars do not want to be seen or heard, so setting off 
an alarm will attract unwanted attention. To maximise 
the deterrent, place external active burglar alarm boxes 
(with flashing lights and sounders) at the front and back 
of your property. 

3. Police recommend an installer who is affiliated to an 
inspectorate, such as National Security Inspectorate 
(NSI). 

1. Front boundaries should be no more than one metre high so 
burglars can be seen from the street. 

2. Store wheelie bins, or other potential climbing aids behind locked 
gates, so burglars cannot climb up them. 

3. Wooden gates can be secured with two hasps and staples and 
two closed shackle padlocks near the top and bottom to prevent 
leverage. 

IS YOUR HOME SECURE? 
Advice from your Safer Neighbourhoods Team on how to ensure your home is secure 
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Avoid leaving distinctive 
cardboard boxes  outside of your 
property as it informs opportunistic 
burglars of the new items that are 
inside of your property. 

Have a Merry and Safe Christmas!            

      AFTER  CHRISTMAS 

1. Lights can be used in a variety of ways to deter burglars 
at night. Exterior lights will make it more difficult for 
burglars to stay undetected when they’re trying to 
break in. Make sure they are designed to be tamper-
proof, or at least positioned where it’s difficult for 
intruders to reach them. 

2. As a further deterrent, you can also leave interior lights 
switched on or use timer switches to make it look as if 
you’re at home – even when you’re out. 

LIGHTS 

Doors and windows are the primary route of entry and exit for 
most burglars, so it’s vital that you know what the safest kinds of 
doors and locking systems are.  
1. Wooden Doors – Front doors should be solid timber with a 

British Standard BS 3621 5 – Lever mortice lock, and two 
mortice rack bolts or surface mounted press bolts. 

2. Sizes: The door must be at least 44mm thick 
3. Door viewer: Fit a door viewer at the user height 
4. Communal Doors – Care has to be taken when securing 

communal doors, as the ability to escape in case of fire is vital. 
You should always be able to open the communal door (from 
the inside) using a single keyless action.  

5. Sash windows should be fitted with key operated sash stoppers 
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